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Be Coroful, Make no Mistakes.

Evmon Avvooarr:—The order of the
Farmer' Alllnoce snd  Industrial Unlon
I making scoretions at an slmost nopur-
alleled eate, but it must be careful us to
its modon of procedure or disintegeation
will begiu at one end before the work of
orgunieation ls completed st the other,
and It will fall o the ground to become n
reaprouch to Its friends snd w by-word to
sooffem.

Benr with me, if you please, while 1
call wttantion to the prineipnl shuke which
led to this movement and then to the er-
rora we may fall Inte in attempting
cotnbat this abinse:

Wo must not forget that the chlef
troubles, T do not say the sole troubles,
but ehief troubles with which we have
been acoursed have been the inadequacy
of the wages and prices wo have been
forced to necept and the extortionnte
prices wo have been foreed W pay In onr
dealings with n class who have secured
And we must not  forget

that thia price Ineguality Las only heen
wrought through combinations—that the
rillroads and telegmph compunies nnd
bunking corpomtions and manufacturing,
mining and jobblug estublishments have
been  enabled o overcharge and un-
derpsy un untll they have entered Into o
golld compnot, one with the other, so 10
do—that the murder of competétion
necassirily preceded extortion.

Nelther must we forgot that had it not
been for comblnntions and the suppres-
slon of competition we would have bought
and sold af natural prices,—that Iy, the
prices the law of compatition dlctates,—
and would nof now be in debt, but on the
contrary would be free of debt and sur
rounded with all the comforta an indus-
trious and ingenlous people abiding fn a
bountiful and productive reglon had a
riight to expect.

We will then ba preparsd to percelve
that our leading efforts should be direct-
od necessarily townrd the abolition of the
combinations and the prevention of their
formation o the future, and that It s
miztake to allow ourselves to be switahed
off into Isdues that have not this direct
objoct in view,

Now, whereln are we liable to ge
wrong?

The farmers will make a mistake if
they attempt to form combinations smong
themaelves, in Imitation of the present
monopolists, for the purposs of limiting
the supply or controlling the prices of
their products. Why? Because, In the
fisst place, they are not in & position to

» supcsed, and in the second place, If they
did succeed what would become of the
mechanics, Isborers sud others who eould

the advantage.

not comblne? Homebody must be the |
victim of the combigations. No slr; Lot

s come ont andd wny: “Natural Inws wre

goold snough for us. Competition will do,

The provislon whick God has oreated

cannot be improved upon; nelther dan It

bo violnted without Injury to ourselves,
andaerious injury at that; consequently

wit will suppreas thut Instewment of  artl

felsliem snd oppression, the combine, nod
restore to ite full function and force the
nutural law of competition.” Then let us
act b acconlance therewith and we will
not be making & mistnke,

Lot us go further, The farmers will
make n mistake If they attempt to sot
themaleves up in opposition to the mers
chunts of thelr towns. These are the
vonnonn,  Firt, the retnll dealers hinve
uot entered lnto combinations Mrshe pur
pose of taking advantage of the fariner,
On the contrary they have kept aloof from
combinstions and uwre as much the vietime
of existing comblnntions ns are the farm-
ers and would be as much  benefittad by
the suppression of the combinations ne
would be the farmors, ‘Thin is proven by
the faot that 00 per cent of the refailem
fall st somo time during the perlod of
their lives, We must go back of the ro-
il morchants to fod  those who Lave
been gullty of entering lnto the trusts and
combinntions, ek to the railroad magas
gers, mining corporations, elevator ring:
gtors, beel packors, manufsotursrs and
Jobbars, They nre the gullty parties and
thelr extortions have been as disnstrous
to the retall merchunt us It bas been to
the farmer. No, [t is further back than
the retall merchant of the nelghboring
towns that we must go to find the  actual
enemy.

The second resson why the farmers will
make o mistake In sntagonlzing the
maorchants of their towns Is that the
friends of this movement cannot afford to
estrungs 8 body of men who, If enlisted
with them, would prove to be & most lm-
portant adjunct to the eause, Wao have
a hard fight to make, n powerful enemy
to confront, and we need the companion-
ahlp, the Influsnce ind the votes of the
merchants and honest business wmen of
our towns,  We noed their nssbtance and
the aaslstance of all others who are not
nllied with the monopolists and conslst-
ently work with u,

Another reason why the farmer shonld
not attempt to crowd out the home mer-
chant ie that no good reason can be aw
slgned why the present set of merohants
should be erowded to the wall In favor of
another sot of men who would soon oeoy-
py the same relutionship to the farmers
that the present merchants do.  That
such would be the case cannot be dented,
for ua o ralemen prefer to confine thelr

operations 14 some one vocation of thelr
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ehoice and thoss who undertook it wonld
soon thee of mixing farming with mer
dhandising,

And now for mistakes that muy be
mide in another direction,

Those make s mistake who Imagine
thst currency reform  leghalation 1a all
that i nesded to relleve us of the moun-
tln of evilswith which we are environed,
We peod currency reformy, thut ls true,
We need more ourrency, sufficleat for
the businoss wants of the country,  Aud
It should be supplied to the people with:
out the Intervention of any proferved olas
who may reap a profit in getting It loto
clrculation,  Bnt when we have sectired
currency reform what havo we done?
We have struck s blow at only s frsotion
of the evils of which we complain, We
have donenothing to prevent Armonr & Co.
from manipulating the mont muarkota, or
to provent the rallrond companles from
churiging all the teafic will beur or to pre-
vont the numernas and mighty trusts and
mounopolies of the country from soon rob-
bing the people of every sdvantage they
hid gained through currency legislation,
therely leaving them In ag had weondition
nd evar,  Wae have done pothing of the
kind, heace I say thoso make n mistake
who Imsgine (and there are s number
whodo) that eurrency reform leglslation
ls all the loglslntion we need nt the prea-
et time.

Another mistake that the allinnee, as an
organizafion, may make Is to commit
ftaslf 10 the favor of penal legislnilon
ngainat the monopolies nnd trusts, Penal
loginlation Is no good. 1t la the old way,
I know, but bocause it I nn old way of
denling with extortioners and  has never
bean n success whero trled, it ought, asn
roform remson, to bo shandoned.  Itls the
plan popular, too, with some of our sena-
tors and representativos, hut so are 8 groat
many other plans that sre ndvanced mth-
er to satlsfy the popular elamor than to
hurt the enemy.  Wo should try some-
thing that will bring resulw, something
that hns been proven 1o be ssuocess whero
it lins been tried and i Mtted from Its na
ture o be s succoss agnin.  Buch a plan
I the taxing plan, It would work,
Given the taxes to be so arranged us to
dlreriminate uguinst the combinations and
we would witness the abolition of all the
monopolies, bs they landed, rallroad,
mining, beef preking, mAnufactaring or
what they may be, In the commonweilth
In whieh the tax was lmposed, The alll-
ance would mnke no mistake fn com-
mitting iwelf to the tax plan.  When it
becama luw the people could rost easy.
The monopolles would have to go, As

this plan is suited to become & state mih-
er than & national messure [t would be
wisdom on the part of
Kanass lmhhh_w
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[ have now called attention to soms of
the errors that the people of the slliunces
nre lablo to fall Into ln thalr endeavom
provide for the betterment of thelr oons
dition,  But I do oot do 6o In w spide of
aritlelwn.  Far from it.  There Is not an
Individunl In the order more dislrous
than [ am to see the people relloved from
thelr present enthriment,  Heslden, T
have felt the sting of existing conditions
and have childesn comlng to man and
womnnhood and [ wélcoms that which
Aliedn o promise to me and mine -In the
future, Whatl wonld do In to sdd
something that will serve, not to bes
form of raproach, but to put anrnest men
upon thelr guard. [ would do what I
oan to porviade them 1o keop thalr bat
terfen polnted Inoessantly and unfllnehs
Ingly toward the roal enemy sad not to
Jeopardize thelr chances of succoss by
belng led off to war with friends or to
manouvre against phantoms, I would
further porsusds them to bellove and 1o
act upon the principle that the bost Inw
of all lawn 1o the natural luw, that the
groatost avil of all evils Is thst which con:
aluta of an obstructlon to the oatural lw
wod that the only reform fitted to confer
any roal and lusting bensfit ln that which
looks to the removal of whatever obwtruo-
tlon thare may Lo to the feen play of the
nataenl Juw, Ballaving und aeting upon
thin priociple, they will make no mistake,

Wo V. Mansmans
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I8 MR, MILLS INFALLIBLE?
{ Written fur ‘The Advaoate,)

It has plopsed the Knoses Clty Times to
say that “Tho artlcle of Mr, Mills on the
tarifl in the North Amerdoan Reoles la the
ablest contribution to tarlif 1itarnture that
has appenred for some time, As Ay
answor to Mr. Blaioe it is conclusive, and
aé an exponition of the necesalty of tarllt
reform It Is unsoswerable., Me, Mills has
falely earned the right ton place In the
front rank of demoorutic statesmen.”

In the face of such & reputation na thas
onjoyed by Mre Mills, It may be pre-
sumptious and foolhardy for & “mare no-

traverss the concluslons, amployed and
arrivad at, by Mr, Mills fa the article In
question.  Yet; at tho risk of being
lsughed ut for, my puing, I aball venture
to endeavor to show that his logie s lame
and contradictory and his conelunlons un-
warrsnted by the fucts In the onse.

that wisdom which belongs 1o stateman-
ahip, may reasonably Inquire if, as My,
Mills anyn “We cun hold our own market

wibly noerue to foreign Nutions, by,
sdmivlon ton amb

of thelr free
whieh 2t ot poesih

o

budy" to attarnpt to question the logle or

In the outset, one not lo possesaion of . &
nx

nguinst the world™ what benefits can paws. " r'_.j y
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